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Search for No.1 Community Driver
Today, the search began for the NI MiDAS Driver of the year, at the launch of the 6th Annual Community Transport Association (CTA) competition in Cookstown. The event, sponsored by Translink, highlights and acknowledges the dedication and skill of Community Drivers across NI.

Local user, Aiveen Paul has already nominated her favourite driver:

‘Paul collects me every Tuesday for the local senior citizens club.  His care and help really makes me feel safe, he really makes my day!’

The CTA have heats taking place all across NI, you can nominate yourself or let CTA know if you feel your MiDAS driver deserves the NI title. The winner will travel to Manchester in November to take part in the UK final.

The event is free to enter and includes several categories of prizes, the overall NI winner this year will be enjoying a well earned break courtesy of Translink.

Jeff Knox Translink's Rural Transport Development Officer said; "We are delighted to sponsor this event, we work extremely closely with the Community Transport Association and maintain all of the Translink mini-buses.  We believe Community Transport bridges the gap in rural areas between conventional public transport and the private car.  Without the drivers Community Transport would not have the success which it has today, so it's great to sponsor an event that acknowledges the hard work and expertise of those behind the scenes."     

Shauna Haughey from the Community Transport Association stated:

‘We are delighted to be hosting this competition again as it is the perfect opportunity for the public to see the ‘real’ faces of Community Transport as our drivers are the lifeline to all NI Community Transport members’.

The current NI titleholder and runner up from the UK competition, John Young from Peninsula Community Transport stated:

‘I really enjoyed being part of the competition last year and felt it was an honour to be given the NI title. I really feel the event is worth entering.’

For further details on heats, prizes and eligibility criteria please contact the CTA on 028 9040 3535 or email shauna@communitytransport.com
-Ends-
Notes:

MiDAS is the Minibus Driver Awareness Scheme, launched in 1998 by the Community Transport Association and Hampshire County Council.  Currently 100,000 drivers hold this certificate in the UK.  It aims to improve standards and safety in driving minibuses.
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