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Community Transport Week

Tuesday 4 – Friday 7 October 2005

“CT Talk Time Drive”, sponsored by Translink and Q’Straint will be launched at the Tullylagan House Hotel, Cookstown at 12:30pm on Tuesday 4 October.  CT Talk Time Drive provides users with the opportunity to have their say about community transport in their area.  During the Week, a series of “Talk Time” sessions will take place, culminating in a Question Time debate, chaired by UTV’s Paul Clarke, in the Everglades Hotel, Derry on Friday 7 October.

The CT Talk Time Drive roadshow will be visiting the following venues during the Week:

· Tues 4 (12-4pm) Tullylagan Hotel, Cookstown

· Wed 5 (12-4pm) Ferry Terminal, Ballycastle 

· Wed 5 (12-4pm) Manor House, Cultra

· Thurs 6 (12-4pm) Carrickmore Hall

· Thurs 6 (pm) Belfast

· Friday 7 (11am-4pm) Everglades Hotel, Derry

To book a place at any of the sessions, contact CTA or visit www.communitytransport-ni.com.  All events include tea and coffee, lunch and a free prize draw!  
MiDAS Driver of the Year 2005
Entry to the remaining 2 heats in NI is FREE with a top prize this year of a weekend for two to Dublin or Scotland, courtesy of Translink.  If you are a current Midas driver, why not take part? The competition lasts just over one hour. You are guaranteed free admission into the Midas Driver gala ceremony in December in Co. Down, just for taking part! You may also win a trip to Manchester to take part in the UK competition in November, and bring home, once again the UK trophy to NI.  Give the challenge a go and maintain the standard of our prestigious NI drivers! Details from CTA.  
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GMEX, MANCHESTER: 8-11 NOVEMBER




The central theme of the 2005 Conference is Social Enterprise and Partnership, reflecting the pivotal role community transport plays in delivering an inclusive and sustainable society. The conference sessions will address the key issues of social enterprise, concessionary travel and transport for health. Whatever your interest – training, strategic debates, seminars, technical tours or just networking opportunities – you can be assured of an informative, stimulating and enjoyable time. 

The Community Transport Exhibition is firmly established as the largest and best indoor marketplace for accessible transport services. 

· See the latest products and technology, attend the launches and see the demonstrations 

· Compare and evaluate different products 

· Talk with exhibitors, make some deals 

· Solve problems, improve your organisation's effectiveness 

· Just once a year, all the leading community transport suppliers under one roof 

· Bring your colleagues as well, stay for lunch and make a day of it 

· Meet with colleagues from every part of the community transport sector. 

A free brochure and further details are available from www.communitytransport.com or ring or fax CTA.

CTA NI Annual Conference

25 October 2005, Ecos Centre, Ballymena

The purpose of this year’s conference will be to showcase how community transport works with various health bodies in different situations across the country, and how the support has benefited transport users.  The conference will be used to review the activities of the CTA and chart the development and priorities of the community transport sector over the next twelve months. 
Information Session on PEACE II 
The Community Foundation has responsibility for allocating and administering grants under Measure 2.4: Pathways to Inclusion, Integration and Reconciliation of Victims (Main Grants Programme) and Measure 2.7: Developing Low Community Capacity and Promoting Active Citizenship (Main Grants Programme/Small Grants Programme). A number of public information sessions have been organised as follows:

· Clinton Centre, Ennis’n - 19 September 2005, 2.00pm to 4.00pm
· Banbridge Leisure Cte - 21 September 2005, 7.00pm to 9.00pm    
· Ecos Centre, B’mena - 22 September 2005, 11.00am to 1.00pm
· Dundonald Ice Bowl - 26 September 2005, 2.00pm to 4.00pm
No advance registration is required. 
Macmillan Cancer Relief Campaign

“A Better Deal for People Dealing with Cancer”
The Macmillan campaign is highlighting the extra costs for individuals who have been diagnosed with cancer. Two of the biggest extra costs that cancer patients must deal with are the costs of travel to and from hospital for treatment and the cost of parking at hospital. Although there are schemes in place to help, these are not always well promoted and not all patients are entitled to assistance. For more details visit www.macmillan.org.uk/abetterdeal.  

CTA Golf Classic – a success

Over 120 golfers took part in the inaugural CTA Golf Classic, in Newtownstewart Golf Club during the summer.  Well done to all the prize winners, especially the winning team from FAST, Irvinestown and thanks to the many sponsors.  

NIICOA CTA Agreement

A joint charter, which commits the CT and the independent coach operators sectors to work together to operate complimentary services, was launched during the summer.  A number of operators and representatives from the industry attended the launch.









MiDAS DOTY 2005 DATES


18 October MiDAS Driver of the Year 2005 Heat 6 Location: Cookstown


20 October MiDAS Driver of the Year 2005 Heat 7 Location: Downpatrick


9 November MiDAS Driver of the Year 2005


UK Final Location: GMEX, Manchester


13 December MiDAS Driver of the Year 2005


NI Gala Location: to be confirmed












