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Annual Members Meeting

This year’s Annual Members Meeting was held at the City Hotel, Derry on 5 October 2004.  There was an excellent turnout and after the committee business there was a series of discussions on “Marketing” and “Positioning” Community Transport.  Presentations were given by Michael Heverin, Chair of Bridge Accessible Transport; Ian Humes, DRD ATS Team; Stephen Johnston, DRD TPPD Team; Paddy McAllister, Out & About CT Manager and Jenny Meadows, CTA Director.  There was plenty of discussion and feedback from the delegates. A report of the discussion is available from the CTA.

Social Economy Network

A new website www.socialeconomynetwork.org has been launched which provides information, publications, resources, business support and news relevant to the social economy in NI. The site can be accessed by members and non-members of the network.  New members can join the network free by emailing Pauline@socialeconomynetwork.org.
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The CTA NI Committee for 2004/05

Anita Flanagan, Rural Lift for SW Fermanagh
William Hancock, Down Armagh Rural Transport 
Marcella Laverty, Down Community Transport
Michael Lorimer, Transport Advisory Committee
Eddie Lynch, General Consumer Council (NI)
Mandy Magee, S & E Belfast Health Trust
Paula Martin, Bridge Accessible Transport
Sandra Millican, Coleraine Area Rural Transport
John Paul O’Doherty, Foyle Connect
Mary O’Neill, Dungannon & District CT
David Patterson, Down District Partnership
Brigid Scullion, Cookstown Rural CT

Northern Ireland at the CTA Event

GMEX, Manchester. 9-11 Nov 2004
At this year’s Event there will be opportunities to meet with Northern Ireland visitors and to hear about local CT.  Within the Exhibition Hall, stand 87 will be hosted by CTA NI.  There will be two specific occasions to meet with colleagues from NI, on Tuesday evening and Wednesday afternoon.  There is a strong line-up of speakers from NI this year within the conference and training programme – check out units 1A, 1B, 2, 24, 1C, 29, 43A, 43B, 43C, 49, 59, 61.  Look out for our representative in the MIDAS Driver of the Year UK final – John Young.  The result will be announced in the Main Hall on Wed afternoon. 

Community Transport Week 2004

CT Week ‘On The Move’, during August, included an outdoor barbecue, a police escorted tour of Belfast City Centre, a feature on the news, endless prizes, countless cheeky poses for photographers, 30 villages, 4 cities and six counties later, 56 minibuses had completed a tour of Northern Ireland with plenty of laughs along the way.  A DVD of the CT Week ‘On the Move’ is available from CTA Belfast.

MiDAS Driver of the Year 2004

A great big THANK YOU to everyone who participated and contributed to the MiDAS Driver heats, which have been taking place all across NI in the last few months. In total 35 drivers took part, from 16 different organizations. Compared with previous years, this year’s competition has had the largest number of entrants. As a result, the overall standard has been very high. The overall winner for Northern Ireland is: John Young from PACT, Kircubbin John will be going to compete in the UK final on the 10th November in Manchester.  We wish him every success in the final. The NI celebrations will continue at our Midas Driver Gala event on the 9th December in Downpatrick, which promises to be a great night.  More details will follow. On the night the overall 2nd and 3rd place in NI and individual heat winners will be announced.

Accessible Transport Strategy

for Northern Ireland
The Department for Regional Development will publish its draft Accessible Transport Strategy for public consultation on 26 October.  A series of workshops are being arranged for the end of November and beginning of December.  At the workshops the ATS team will explain the strategy, answer your questions and listen to your views on the draft Strategy.  Places at the workshops are limited.  If you would like to attend one of the following workshops, then you can contact the ATS Team by:

Email

:
atsinfo@drdni.gov.uk

Telephone
:
028 9054 0186

Fax

:
028 9054 0604

BT Community Connections

BT and the Belfast Telegraph have teamed up to offer community groups the chance of applying for a free multi-media PC worth £1,300.  More than 3,400 groups have been successful so far and a further £1.3m has been committed to a third year of the scheme.  How to apply? Send your organisation’s details (including evening telephone number and email) to: BT Community Connections, PO BOX 4500, London, W1A 7LF to arrive not later than Thursday 4 November.  You will then receive an application form, which is to be returned by Thursday 25 November.
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Brochure available from the CTA: Tel: 08707 743586 or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.communitytransport.com" ��www.communitytransport.com�





On Tuesday evening there will be an informal drinks reception in the Exhibition Hall, for Northern Ireland delegates and visitors.  On Wednesday afternoon, come along to the CTA Northern Ireland stand (No. 87) in the Exhibition Hall to meet CTA staff and others.


We look forward to seeing you there ….





DIARY DATES


9-11 November CTA Annual Event Location: GMEX, Manchester


24 November Recruitment & Selection Half-day course (Places are limited)


Location: Foyle Connect, Claudy, Co. Derry


1 December CTA NI Committee Meeting Location: Details to be confirmed


9 December MiDAS Driver of the Year 2004 Gala


	Location: St Patricks Centre, Downpatrick












