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The theme for this year’s Community Transport Week is “ACCESS FOR ALL”.  Many people in our society have a mobility difficulty and as a result have less of a choice when it comes to transport.  Community transport has emerged over recent years to be an effective alternative for disabled people and others who wish to get out and about more.  During Community Transport Week we hope to raise awareness of the opportunities that community transport operators provide for people with disabilities; support local events that raises the profile of community transport and to provide more appropriate and useful information about community transport to users.

Accessible Showcase

Community Transport Week will be launched on Monday 6 October at Belfast Waterfront Hall at 10:30am in the form of an ACCESSIBLE SHOWCASE.  The occasion will provide an opportunity to demonstrate many of the services and activities that community transport provides for people with mobility difficulties.  The line-up will include a new Iveco 17-seater accessible minibus; an accessible Mercedes Vito people carrier; a suite of accessible information; a new community transport website and the first ever public photograph exhibition of community transport in action.

Photograph Competition

The competition entitled “Access for All” has been organised to identify which photograph(s) best demonstrates how accessible community transport is.  All accessible transport operators in Northern Ireland have been invited to submit a photograph on any accessible theme. We expect the photographs to reflect both the vehicles/equipment used to provide services as well as the people and carers needed to assist passengers.  Entry was open to any accessible transport operator in Northern Ireland.  All photographs will be judged in relation to how well they reflect the accessibility of the service being provided.  The photographs will be on display in the Waterfront Hall during Community Transport Week and afterwards will be available for viewing on the website www.communitytransport-ni.com. 

New Community Transport Website

The Community Transport Association has developed a new web site for community transport operators in Northern Ireland.  The site www.communitytransport-ni.com features all the main operators including Disability Action Transport, Belfast and Bridge Accessible Transport, Derry.  There will be up-to-date information available on all the main operators as well as latest news, publications and local CTA newssheets.  The

 site has been developed in keeping with the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) to enable people with disabilities to access the information. 
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MiDAS Driver of the Year 2003

This is the fourth year of the competition.  The aim is to test the standard of driving skills required of MiDAS drivers and also to assess their passenger assistant techniques. The N. Ireland heats for this year’s competition will take place on 7 October (Downpatrick), 8 October (Derry), 14 October (Cookstown) and 21 October (Enniskillen).  If you wish to enter one of the Northern Ireland heats, then register with this office for one of the heats.  The UK final will take place on Tuesday 11 November in Manchester.  The prizes for this year’s competition have been sponsored by a number of companies and includes one-year’s free minibus insurance and a “Red Letter Day” voucher for the UK overall winner.

MiDAS DATS

This year we are hoping to acknowledge the value and expertise of our Driver Assessor Trainers in N. Ireland by asking for commendations from MiDAS drivers.  We recognise that there are MiDAS courses being delivered every week, and we want to acknowledge the dedication of these trainers by asking those who have been trained by a DAT to outline why the DAT should receive such a recognition.  The DATs will be commended during the Accessible Showcase on 6 October.

Rural Routes Launch in Cookstown

Cookstown Rural Community Transport (CRCT) will be launching its new Rural Routes service during CT Week on Wednesday 8 October.  Rural Routes is a new flexible service which provides door to door dial-a-ride transport for registered individuals and small groups living within the Cookstown area.  The service will support the existing Social Car Scheme, which assists wheelchairs users who have difficulty accessing conventional transport.  CRCT will also be present at the Age Concern Information Day in the Burnavon Arts Centre on 6 October.

Volunteering Fair in Magherafelt

Out and About is marking CT week by organising a Volunteering Fair on Wednesday 8th October from 10am to 4 pm in the Bridewell Centre, Magherafelt. They are working in tandem with Shopmobility and the Volunteer Bureau by inviting a range of voluntary and community groups to place stands at the event, in order to publicise the work, which they do within the community.  Out & About hopes to raise the profile of the organisation, especially the volunteer car scheme and attract new volunteers into the project.
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