March 2004


     No. 25

CTA Training Days 

Hopefully you received the CTA Training and Events Brochure for 2004 recently.  Don’t forget to post in your booking form, at the back of the booklet for any of the CTA courses listed.  Some of the training days coming up are listed below.  If you are interested in attending, please send back a form from the booklet or complete the attached booking form.

Minibuses and the Law 

6th April
A one-day training event to examine the legislation covering the Community Transport sector.  Topics include: hire and reward, minibus permits, driver licensing, driving to the South and Europe, passengers seated in wheelchairs, vehicle maintenance, insurance and using a minibus in Northern Ireland.  Lunch will be provided.

Location: 
Silver Birch Hotel, Omagh

Time: 
10.00am - 4.00pm

 Cost: 
£15.00 ( FREE CTA Members )

Minibus Emergency Evacuation Procedures 

15th April
This half-day course is suitable for anyone working within transport requiring an awareness of what to do in the event of a fire or an emergency on a vehicle.  The training, which is delivered by CTA approved trainers combines innovative procedures to create an emergency 

situation and gives assistance and advice as to the best procedure to follow.  

Location: 
Community Centre, Kirkubbin

Time: 
10.00am – 1.30pm

 Cost: 
£25.00 
Stress Management  

29th April
This one-day course involves a series of speakers and practical exercises in how to address and alleviate stress.  The day also gives participants samples of practical procedures, with interactive techniques. There is a special accommodation rate for delegates who wish to stay in the hotel at £35 B & B, based on two people sharing.  The day includes lunch. Places are limited so please book this day early.  Be sure to wear loose clothing and trainers!
Location: 
Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen

Time: 
10.00am – 4.00pm

Cost: 

£20 ( FREE CTA members )


***Training bursaries****

Don’t forget CTA are giving bursaries to CTA members for a variety of training courses, such as manual handling, financial training and for a range of other courses across the sector.  For further details on how to apply or to find how what training courses are eligible contact shauna@communitytransport.com.

Independent Living Exhibition

This bi-annual Exhibition, which was previously known as the Mobility Roadshow, will take place on 21-22 May 2004 at the Odyssey Arena.  CTA have a stand organised for CT groups.  The stand will feature a range of services offered by community transport including accessible minibus/MPV transport, social car schemes, training and advice.  Along side the Exhibition, the CTA will be organising a training workshop on transporting wheelchairs in vehicles.  This will take place in the adjacent W5.  Contact CTA for further details about this or ring Disability Action for further info about the exhibition on 9029 7880.

Accessible Transport Strategy

The DRD will be organising a series of public meetings during April to find out what disabled and elderly people want to see in the Accessible Transport Strategy. 

For more information on these and to get a copy of the current issues paper contact the ATS team on 9054 0186. You can also register to be part of the Stakeholders Group. 

To request the Stakeholders form you can send an email to atsinfo@drdni.gov.uk
Transport Programme for People with Disabilities (TPPD) EQIA

The DRD have issued the EQIA for this programme, which aims to target social need by improving accessibility of public transport for people with disabilities who cannot avail of conventional transport and to complement the work of existing providers involved in similar programmes.  The budget for 2005/6 is £4.9m.  To request a copy of the document please ring 9089 3928 or download a copy from www.drdni.gov.uk
CT Week 16th-20th August

Have you registered yet to be part of the CT Week marathon?  Why not let one of your vehicles be part of this convoy travelling through NI form the Mon-Thurs? You can also 

register a team to take part in the sponsored event on the Friday, you can either walk or run in order to raise money for your local CT group of your charity, and have loads of fun in the sunshine at the same time! For further info contact shauna@communitytransport.com
CTA Members Insurance news

“Get a Quote”.  CTA has teamed up with HSBC to launch a minibus insurance with low rates that, possible for the first time, really takes on board the message that CT operators have been trying to clarify for some time. CTA will be working with HSBC to develop new ways of reducing risks and making travel safer for passengers.  The service is only available to CTA members.  So, get a quote now by ringing 01444 313 161.  Make the comparison, judge for yourself!

Social Car Schemes

There has been a rise in the number of voluntary drivers who are being asked by their insurance companies or brokers, to pay an extra premium on their motor insurance before they can drive voluntarily.  If you have any experience of this please contact shauna@communitytransport.com
CTA Membership

Don’t forget to renew this year! For further details on CTA membership please contact the CTA office

















