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Government Ministers Target

Use of Mobile Phones While Driving
New measures to make using a hand held mobile phone when driving an offence will come into effect in N. Ireland on 1 Feb 2004.  The new regulations will prohibit a person from driving or supervising someone driving a motor vehicle on a road if they are using a hand-held mobile phone or similar device.  Currently, under the Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999, drivers are required by law to exercise proper control of their vehicle at all times. As such, drivers can already be prosecuted for driving with undue care and attention.  Contact the CTA for specific guidelines if operating community transport.

MiDAS has won a National Training Award

The National Training Awards are organised by UK Skills, an independent organisation that champions skills and learning for work through competitions, awards and events. There were over 1,000 entries for the 2003 competition and there were approximately 70 winners of the Award. Over 80,000 MiDAS drivers’ certificates have been issued in under eight years since the scheme received its UK launch. 

MiDAS UK Driver of the Year 2003
Congratulations to Michael McConville of Down Community Transport for taking 1st place and Ivor Doey of LCDI for taking 2nd place in the UK final in Manchester.  A very good achievement for local drivers to take the top two prizes out of ten finalists. 

CT Photography Competition 2003

The theme of the competition, which took place

last October during CT Week was “Access for All”. All the photos were on display in the Waterfront Hall, Belfast in October and the GMEX Centre, Manchester in November.  The overall winner of the competition was Rural LiFT for SW Fermanagh.  Congratulations to Anita Flanagan and all at Belcoo.

CTA “Special Offer”

The CTA is extending the 'special offer' on the set of CTA publications. A full set of 6 publications are now available for £35 + £6.95 p&p (normal price £77.50) for orders & payment received before 31 march 2004.

DVTA Customer Survey 2003
The Agency’s latest reports are now available on their website www.doeni.gov.uk/dvta under information, DVTA publications.  Any feedback should be sent to Evelyn on 028 9068 1831.

NEW DPTAC Good Practice Guide “Making Private Hire Services More Accessible”
A new booklet has been published by DPTAC, which provides guidance on making private hire taxis easier to use for disabled people.  The focus is on customer care and customer service, rather than the type of vehicles used and the physical characteristics.  Among the issues covered are training of drivers and booking staff, the personal security of passengers and the setting up of voucher schemes to make taxi services more affordable.  The Guide is available in various formats and as a Word document at www.dptac.gov.uk.

Licensed Taxi Services across the UK

The Office of Fair Trading (OFT) has recently published a UK-wide report into licensed taxi services.  The study considered the quantity

 restrictions imposed by some local authorities on numbers of taxis and the impact this has on consumers.  To make its assessment the OFT looked at the impact of quantity regulation, quality and safety regulation and fare regulation on the market.  The CTA will be taking part in a round-table conference on 22 January to discuss the findings of the report and its implications for N. Ireland.

New Booklet Published – “Wheels Within Wheels”

Public transport is changing and wheelchair users can use more of it without difficulty.  The new booklet has information on where to source accessible transport and gives tips on traveling in a wheelchair.  It lists the key dimensions of the wheelchairs available in the UK, and which can easily fit onto public transport vehicles.  Copies of the booklet are available from Michael Lorimer, Transport Advisory Committee.  Tel: 9029 7880.  Visit website www.ricability.org.uk. 

2nd UK Transport Practitioners Meeting

This conference, which is for UK Transport Engineers, Planners and Practitioners, will take place in Birmingham on 7-8 July 2004.  The deadline for abstracts is 12 January 2004.  Contact this office for more information.

Accessible Transport Strategy -

Have Your Say!
The Transport Advisory Committee (TAC) has prepared an issues paper to help inform users of what should be covered in the Government’s forthcoming Strategy.  TAC representatives are available to discuss the issues.  For more information contact Michael on 9029 7880.

Accessible Transport in NI website

The Department for Regional Development has re-launched the website Guide to Accessible Transport.  It can be viewed at www.ni-transportguide.info.

Rural Transport Futures

The campaigning organisation Transport 2000 has published “Rural Transport Futures”, a comprehensive examination of transport in rural Britain.  The report shows how transport in rural areas could be transformed to help create a living, working, socially inclusive countryside.  For full information on the work of Transport 2000: www.transport2000.org.uk.

Free online communications advice

Voluntary groups are being encouraged to register requests for FREE communications advice via the Media Trust’s matching service at www.mediatrust.org. Media professionals match themselves online to offer free help with a specific project in the areas of PR, marketing, web and design. Online matching breaks down geographical barriers.  For example a small group in County Tyrone could be helped by a communications professional from anywhere in the world.  To register a request, go to the Media Trust website and click on ‘Voluntary Organisation?’ followed by ‘Online Matching Service’.  If a group does not have internet access, then contact Caroline McClure on 9087 7777, who will mediate on the group’s behalf.
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CTA Training Brochure 2004


Details of all Northern Ireland community transport training will be available in February 2004 - contact Shauna Haughey. 
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