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New Cross Border Advice & Information Project in Ireland

The CTA and the Community Transport Association of Ireland have joined together to manage a new cross border advice and information project, which will be based in Co. Cavan in the Republic of Ireland.  The two-year project is funded under the EU INTERREG IIIA Programme through ICBAN – the Irish Central Border Area Network and started at the beginning of October.

The project will involve supporting local transport operators through handling advice and information enquiries, organising a programme of quality audits, developing advice notes, good practice guides, training materials and a training programme and improving co-operation across the border.

The project team comprises Graham Lightfoot (Advice & Information Officer) and Damien O’Neill (Project Assistant - part time).  

Contact Details for Graham and Damien:

Unit 5 Stradone Community Centre

Stradone

Co Cavan

Ireland

Tel/Fax: 
  00353 49 432 3849

e-mail:
  graham@communitytransport.com 


  damien@communitytransport.com 

Insurance arrangements for Volunteers driving their own cars

The Association of British Insurers maintains a list of insurance companies who have given undertakings that mileage allowances received from an employer or a voluntary car scheme will not constitute “hire and reward”.  

Most standard policies specifically exclude hire and reward.  Although this could give the impression that there is no need for volunteer car drivers to tell their insurer that they are involved in community car scheme volunteering.

CTA is still recommending that a check continues to be made with each volunteer’s insurance company.

A copy of the list is available at:

www.abi.org.uk/Display/File/Child/415/MotorConference(1January2006)v2.pdf 
MiDAS Driver of the Year 2005

Congratulations to Paul Mullan from North Antrim Community Transport.  Paul beat off competition from 35 other drivers to win the NI Award.  Translink sponsored the competition, now in its 6th year.  Paul went on to represent NI in the UK Final in Manchester.  He was presented with his award at a Gala Awards Ceremony that took place on the 13th December 2005 in Malone House Belfast.
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Paul Mullin (NACT) with last year’s Winner John Young (PACT)

The CTA would also like to congratulate and thank every driver who took part in the MiDAS Driver of the Year Competition 2005.
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The 
NI Launch of MiDAS Car & MPV Training has been planned for Tuesday, 7th March

What is MiDAS Car & MPV?

It’s an extension of the highly successful, nationally recognised, Minibus Driver Awareness Scheme.  Organised by the CTA, it’s a membership based scheme designed to enhance driving standards in small passenger carrying vehicles and cars.

It is also intended to assist the operators of smaller vehicles in meeting their health and safety obligations.

MiDAS Car & MPV is applicable to any organisation operating or using vehicles with less than nine passenger seats. Member organisations range from small voluntary organisations with one vehicle, to local authorities operating large fleets.
*****************************************

The New CTA Training and Events Programme will be published in March 2006
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MiDAS TRAINING DATES 

Limited places are available on the following Courses:

30 Jan–3 Feb 2006
MiDAS DAT Course 

Cost:
£550 per person

MiDAS PAT Course

Cost:
£450 per person
Venue for both Courses:


Gortalowry House, Cookstown
20-24 February 2006

MiDAS DAT Course 

Cost:
£550 per person

MiDAS PAT Course

Cost:
£450 per person
Venue for both Courses:


Gortalowry House, Cookstown
17-18 July 2006

MiDAS DAT Refresher Course

Venue:


Gortalowry House, Cookstown

Cost:
£250 per person

*****************************************
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CTA NI/Translink Maintenance Charter

CTA NI and Translink have launched a new maintenance charter in conjunction with the Department for Regional Development, strengthening the existing relationship between all the parties, by completing a document for improved co-operation and communication.

The Charter complements the existing lease agreement that exists between Translink and many CT Groups.







~~~ ADVICE UPDATE ~~~


CTA are currently working on a response to the new legislation with regard to Driver Certificates of Professional Competence to coincide with a new EU Directive in relation to training being required by professional drivers.  We will keep you up to date with information on this.  If you would like a copy of the consultation please contact 


Elaine Hutchinson at DVTA on


 Tel: 028 9054 1812.


Other new areas of legislation which will affect CTA members in the future, concern Fitment of Speed Limiters which will be required for certain vehicles by June 2008.  


New Tachogragh Legislation is also being proposed which may affect CT Operations.


CTA will be running a series of advice days in 2006 where you can hear more information about the above.
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2006 is the 10th Anniversary of MiDAS


Watch this space for more details!









