April 2005

     No. 29

Risk Management Training Day

4th May ‘05, Civic Centre, Lisburn

This one-day course will provide an introduction to health & safety regulations in the workplace.  The CTA will be demonstrating its new licensed CD-Rom facility, which is an easy step-by-step guide for carrying out risk assessments within a community transport organisation.  There will be a great opportunity to mix with other transport groups and share experiences.  An important day for safety! Places are limited so book early. Lunch and course materials will be provided. To book on-line go to www.communitytransport-ni.com/events.php or contact Sharon on 9040 3535 or email Sharon@communitytransport.com.

MIDAS Driver of the Year 2005
Entry to all the 6 heats in NI is FREE with a top prize this year of a £500 Thomson Holiday Voucher! If you are a current Midas driver, why not take part? The competition only takes one hour. You are guaranteed free admission into the Midas Driver gala ceremony in December in Co. Down, just for taking part! You may also win a trip to Manchester to take part in the UK competition in November, and bring home, once again the UK trophy to Northern Ireland. Give the challenge a go and maintain the standard of our prestigious NI drivers! Details of all heats are available from the CTA office.  Come along to the launch on 17th May at 1.00pm in Gortalowry House, Cookstown. 


Optare Alero Joins the Club

CTA members can now buy Optare Alero vehicles through the Vehicle Purchase Scheme. CTA members will receive the following benefits when purchasing a new Alero vehicle:

· 2.5% discount on the Alero list price

· A free 3-year/60 000 mile warranty

· Maintenance contract option at 10% discount on normal Optare rates.

If a new vehicle is too expensive, CTA members can choose to purchase an Optare refurbished Alero. Refurbished & Serviced Alero with MOT where required.

· Full 6-month/10 000 mile warranty or balance of original, whichever is the greater.

· A Maintenance contract option at 10% discount on normal Optare rates.

· Choice of vehicle livery including paint colour and vinyl lettering.

Full details of the Vehicle Purchase Scheme, including the refurbished Aleros can be seen on CTA's website www.communtytransport.com.

TRIPSCOPE …

TRIPSCOPE is available for any questions disabled people may have about getting out and about. TRIPSCOPE is the travel information service for disabled people. The TRIPSCOPE Helpline number is 08457 58 56 41.

Big Lottery Fund

Improves Application Process

Organisations interested in applying for funding from the Big Lottery Fund should now contact the advice line on 028 9055 1490.  The advice line is available from 10am to noon Monday to Friday.  Groups will then be asked to fill out a short form giving an outline of their proposed project.  This is then considered by the Big Lottery Fund and potential applicants who make it through this stage will then be sent an application form.

Minister for Health Launches

Transport Services Consultation

New proposals for the future of transport services for people who require non-emergency transport to and from hospital and other HPSS facilities is out for consultation until 6 June.  Comments are being sought on a total of 18 proposals and issues, including:

· Structures, commissioning, planning and provision

· Management arrangements

· Performance indicators and benchmarking

· Monitoring

· Communication

· Charging policy

· Voluntary Car Services

· Equality


Proposals for Future of Taxi Regulation

The DOE has carried out a major review into the regulations and environment within which taxi services currently operate.  The new proposals are wide-ranging and aimed at improving and modernising taxi regulation. A number of objectives of the new measures are to reduce the number of illegal taxis, increase the number of accessible vehicles, enhanced training and improve services to the travelling public.  The DOE is looking for responses to the proposals Adele Watters, DOE, Clarence Court by 24 June 2005.

New DRD Mobility and Inclusion Unit

The DRD has established a Mobility and Inclusion Unit (MIU) to “champion” the Accessible Transport Strategy, which was published at the beginning of April ’05.  According to the ATS, “ the key role of the MIU is to encourage “mainstreaming” of accessibility issues and articulate the requirements of the client group in the wider transport policy arena.  It will also lead on many “cross-cutting” initiatives, track policy developments and good practice initiatives and in doing so maintain close links with counterparts in GB.”  The ATS is downloadable from www.drdni.gov.uk.







CTA Northern Ireland Golf Classic


Fancy a day out on the golf course, while raising money for Community Transport?


Why not come along to this event in Newtownstewart Golf Club on Wednesday 13th July 2005. Total prizes worth £2000 to be won.  For full details please ring the CTA office.





 








DIARY DATES


28 April Manual Handling Training Location: Cookstown  Cost: £50/£25


4 May CTA Risk Management Training Day Location: Civic Centre, Lisburn


17 May MiDAS and PATS Trainers Forum Location: Cookstown


17 May MiDAS Driver of the Year 2005 Launch Location: Cookstown


26 May MiDAS Driver of the Year 2004 Heat Location: Derry


16 June MiDAS Driver of the Year 2004 Heat Location: Enniskillen









