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CTA Events

N. Ireland Community Transport Week

6 – 12 October 2003
In keeping with the European Year of People with Disabilities the theme for this year’s CT Week will be “ACCESS FOR ALL”. The Week will begin with a large media gathering and photographic competition, and will be followed by a series of special local events across the Province.  There will be MiDAS Driver of the Year heats; special forums; new transport services launched; and local mobility roadshows.  More details to follow.

MiDAS UK Driver of the Year

The N. Ireland heats for this year’s competition will take place on 6 October (Downpatrick), 8 October (Derry), 14 October (Cookstown) and 21 October (Enniskillen).  The UK final will take place on Tuesday 11 November in Manchester.

MiDAS Driver Assessor Trainers (DATS)

This year we are hoping to acknowledge the value and expertise of our DATs in N. Ireland by asking for nominations from MiDAS drivers for DAT of the Year.  The winner will be announced during CT Week.

CT Photographic Competition

The theme of the competition is “Access for All” – an opportunity to show how accessible CT really is for disabled people. Photos will be on display and winners announced during CT Week.

Transport for young people in rural areas  

Transport difficulties are a key cause of social exclusion for young people in rural areas. This important Conference will examine these issues from the young person’s perspective.  It takes place on Thursday 4th September 2003 in Wigan.  The conference will be chaired by Connor McGinn from south Armagh who is a Board member of the Northern Ireland Youth Forum.

NEWS

Ban on hand-held mobile phones while driving

The Gov’t announced in June a new offence of ‘driving while using a hand-held phone’.  The offence will carry a £30 on-the-spot fine, with the possibility of the fine increasing to £1000 if the case is taken to court.  It will also add three penalty points to the driver’s licence, once the Government has passed legislation.

New Bus Route Subsidy for N. Ireland

The DRD is piloting a new initiative to secure greater value for money and encourage new operators into the public transport market.  It has invited proposals from transport operators to provide new, attractive, timetabled services across rural N. Ireland, which would be eligible for a route subsidy.  Consideration of the routes will be made jointly by DRD and DOE.

Review of Bus Service Regulation in N.I

The DRD has employed a consultancy team to undertake a review of the regulatory regime for bus services in N. Ireland.  The review will consider the efficiency and effectiveness of the current regime and make recommendations for a preferred regulatory framework.

Rural Transport Fund Annual Review 2002/03

The DRD Rural Transport Branch has recently launched its latest Review of the RTF.  The Review is a summary of the activities carried out under the Fund for the year ended March 2003.  As 2003 has been designated as the European Year of People with Disabilities, the document focuses on people with disabilities and how their transport needs are met.

Concessionary Fares Scheme

Until 15 September, the DRD is consulting on the Concessionary Fares Scheme Draft EQIA.  Any comments on how the Scheme impacts on the nine equality categories should be addressed to Stephen Johnston at the DRD, River House.

PSV Accessibility Regulations (NI) 2003

From 31 August 2003 the Driver & Vehicle Testing Agency will be inspecting vehicles for compliance with the Accessibility Regulations.  From that date any new bus and coach with a capacity exceeding 22 passengers and used on scheduled services will be required to undergo an Accessibility Test.  The Tests will only be conducted at the DVTA test Centre, Ballymena and the Accessibility Certificate will normally last for the life of the vehicle.  Additional information on this new test can be viewed at www.doeni.gov.uk/dvta.

EU welcomes improved access to private transport for people with disabilities.

The Quavadis programme is aimed at promoting information exchange and best practice in relation to adapted vehicles.  The Commission is aiming to increase the knowledge of, standard of and use by disabled people of adapted vehicles.  In some member states, people with disabilities are still being refused driving licences.  More information on the Quavadis programme can be found at www.quavadis.org
New Web Site for Ulster-Eurolink 

Carrefour Ulster-Eurolink is a local information service on a range of European services.  Its services are specifically for communities in rural areas of N. Ireland and the Border Counties.  For more information on their activities visit www.eurolink-eu.net.

“Access To Services” Report published by Rural Development Council

The RDC Report highlights difficulties faced by the rural community in N. Ireland.  The research was carried out by Queens University Belfast.  At the launch of the report last April community transport operators in nine local areas shared grant-aid to help them increase transport opportunities to their members.  For more information ring RDC on 028 8676 6980.

Charity Training Opportunities

NICVA is providing FREE advice and training on funding and charitable issues in various locations across the Province (10 council areas).  The programme includes Committee and Trustee responsibilities; Charitable status and governing documents; Fundraising Advice and many others.  A full training calendar is available from NICVA by ringing 028 9087 7777 or by emailing outreach@nicva.org.

FUNDING FOR CT
Comic Relief: New Guidelines for 2003-2005

The Comic Relief UK grants programme aims to tackle poverty and promote social justice by helping people make lasting changes in their lives. One of their new programmes is called Local Communities Working For Change.  For further information ring 020 7820 555 or visit www.comicrelief.com.

















